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MINUTES 
MAINE HEALTH DATA ORGANIZATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
151 CAPITOL STREET, AUGUSTA, MAINE

THURSDAY, JULy 7, 2011
The meeting of the Maine Health Data Organization (MHDO) Board of Directors began at 
9:05 a.m. with the following Board members present:  Cathy McGuire, (Chair), Katherine Pelletreau, (Vice-Chair), Poppy Arford, Joe Ditré, Maryagnes Gillman, Douglas Jorgensen, Anita Knopp, Garrett Martin, Eric Martinsen, and Ted Rooney.  Absent members were 
Jennifer Carroll, Peter Gore, Karynlee Harrington, Anne Head, Lisa Harvey-McPherson, 
Neil Korsen, Chris McCarthy, and Dave Winslow.

Approval of June 2, 2011 Minutes

A motion was made and seconded to accept the June 2, 2011, MHDO Board minutes as written.  Motion carried with one abstention.

Chair Report
MHDPC Service Level Agreement Update - On behalf of the Executive Committee, 
Cathy McGuire recommended the MHDO to go out to bid for the all-payer claims database work, to start January 1, 2013.  Beginning in October an interim contract will be in effect with Onpoint.  There was a motion that the MHDO Board explore development of an RFP around the claims databank.  It was stated that clear expectations and performance responsibilities should be included.  The motion was seconded and passed with 1 abstention.  The RFP should be released between January and March 2012.  

Another motion was made to authorize the committee to work with Onpoint relative to 
making a functional working relation with the all claims database for the 15 month period.  
It was reiterated that expectations and performance responsibilities should be made clear.  The motion passed unanimously.  Ms. McGuire stated that DPC Board and the MHDO Board need to sign the agreement and that the contract negotiation team is working with a facilitator.
Executive Director Report

Financial Summary - The Board received the May financial summary and Alan Prysunka stated that there are no budget issues to report.  
Compliance Report - Phil Bonneau, MHDO Compliance Officer disseminated a current compliance report and recommended the Board approve referrals to the Attorney General’s Office for two entities delinquent in submitting their claims data.  There was a motion and 
a second to refer Tufts Benefit Administrators, Inc. and UltraBenefits, Inc. to the Attorney General’s Office for non-compliant data.  After brief mention of a Board member’s objection 

to the low fine schedule, the motion passed unanimously.
Chapter 10:  Determination of Assessments - Mr. Prysunka provided the Board with five options to resolve the issue of non-hospital health care facility assessments no longer generating their 11.5% share of annual assessments.  After recommending two out of 
the five options, there was a motion and a second to go with Case 3, which includes no caps; adjusted individual proportions; and keeping the current 11.5% share.  The motion passed 
with 3 abstentions.  
Paul Gauvreau, Assistant Attorney General stated that because LD 572:  An Act to Amend 
the Laws Governing the MHDO Relating to Retail Pharmacies becomes effective at the end 
of September 2011, pharmacy assessments would need to be pro-rated, and it would not be beneficial to the MHDO, for such a short period of time (July through September).
Chapter 270:  Uniform Reporting System for Quality Data Sets - After some discussion regarding the proposed rule changes, a motion was made to proceed with rulemaking as proposed.  The motion was seconded and passed with one Board member opposed.  The opposition was due to the fact that the proposed changes replace a system which provided 
the hospitals with more information based on surveillance of their patient populations by category.  The new system seems less informative although more expedient.
Maine Health Management Coalition Foundation (MHMC-F) Data Fee Waiver Request -  
Mr. Prysunka stated that this data request does not meet the waiver criteria of MHDO’s Chapter 50 rules.  They did not provide any information showing an inability to pay for the 
data and there was no definitive information on the analysis being publicly accessible or on making the data available in the public domain.  A lengthy discussion ensued regarding the granting of past waiver requests and on clarification of who will actually use the data, the Foundation or the Coalition.  A motion was made that the Board express their desire to work with the Maine Health Management Coalition in support of their project.  In order to grant 
the waiver the MHDO needs additional information on how the MHMC-F plans to meet the requirements of Section 7 B of 90-590 MHDO Chapter 50.  The motion was seconded and passed with 6 in favor, 1 opposed, and 3 abstentions. 

Legislative Update - Mr. Prysunka reported that L. D. 572:  An Act to Amend the Laws Governing the Maine Health Data Organization, L. D. 1212:  An Act to Improve Hospital Reporting of MRSA Data, and L.D. 1244:  An Act Regarding Payment of Medical Fees 
in the Workers’ Compensation System all passed; L.D. 1290:  Resolve, To Promote Prevention Practices in Oral Health Care was vetoed; and L.D. 1467:  An Act to Improve Timely Access to Health Care Data was on the Governor’s desk, awaiting his signature.
Education Presentation - Patrick Miller, Research Associate Professor at the University of New Hampshire and Chair of the All-Payer Claims Data (APCD) Council began his presentation by giving the Board some background information on the APCD Council.  He displayed a map of each states’ APCD progress by stage of implementation and explained what datasets are being collected.  Mr. Miller explained the various uses of the APCD data nationally, stating that the New Hampshire Medical Home Pilot Council has begun to look at uses of data across the country and they are using the data to make comparisons.  
He also explained the issues being worked on with the new APCD 2.0.  He spoke about data collection and release standards, collection of direct patient identifiers for linkage of APCD 
and health information exchange data, the collection of premium information and the creation of a master provider index.  Mr. Prysunka will send copies of the slides to the Board members. 
Due to time restraints, the following topics were tabled:  Data Requests/Data Status Report, Medicare Data Conversion Update, Update on Deloitte Report Recommendations, and the Update on HealthCost Upgrade.
OIT Status Report
Jim Lopatosky disseminated an OIT Status Report and stated that releasing the quarterly claims data has been the priority and that MaineCare data is being processed for transfer. 
Data Processing Center Report
Janice Bourgault provided the Board with an MHDPC Overdue Report, a Data Status Graph, and an Onpoint Health Data Transmittal Report. She stated that incorporating monthly data submissions would eliminate the time lag shown on the Overdue Report.  She also stated 
that the Status graphs show a large decline in May due to submissions that were scheduled to come in that week.  The Board asked that the graphs be revised/cut back to eliminate showing the huge decline on every report.  Ms. Bourgault also explained the newly created Transmittal Report that Onpoint is now sending out with all data requests.   
MQF Advisory Council Update
No one was present to give the Maine Quality Forum Advisory Council update.
Retreat Date and Agenda Items
Linda Adams will coordinate with Mr. Prysunka and Board members to schedule the fall retreat.

Public Comment
None provided.

It was stated that the Board should be proactive in helping entities who request data and 
Mr. Prysunka was asked bring a revised data request application to the Board in September.  The Board also asked that staff at the Office of Information Technology provide an update 
on any progress towards tracking the number people who view the Health Cost web site.
The meeting adjourned at 12:05 p.m.
